RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
national results. In London the reverse has hap-
pened. Though Lord Beaverbrook and Lord Rother-
inere tried in their evening newspapers with their vast
circulation throughout the London area to redden
Herbert Morrison's mild opinions the municipal
electorate thought differently. They accepted him as
a safe man with ideas. They allowed him in 1934
to create a great Labour majority on the London
County Council. No wonder if his prestige in County
Hall tended to swell his notions of his own import-
ance.
For Herbert Morrison is bent upon tidying up "my
London.55 As a good member of the bourgeoisie he
wears evening dress naturally but with calculated
untidiness. When he is ordering the affairs of others
he is consumed with a desire to make their lives more
"tidy." If some humble disciple, enthusiastic for a
philosophic justification of his faith and practice,
were meekly to ask, "Please, Mr. Morrison, what do
you mean by 'tidy'?" Herbert might find some
difficulty in finding a ready definition. Does he mean
"clean," "unwasteful" or "orderly55? Perhaps some-
thing of each epithet must contribute towards this
nursery virtue. But I shrewdly suspect that the more
accurate though less popular word would be "econo-
mical." "Let us spend," Morrison could be imagined
saying, "but let us spend wisely."
To-day he has sunk back upon the throne of
London, a genial despot with his considerable power
circumscribed in scope and time. The foundations
of his wider public reputation are the work he did as
Minister of Transport between 1929 and 1931. So
efficient and effective was he that he won from a
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